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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a content item recorder (101) comprising storage means (109) for storing a plurality of 
content items. The content item recorder (101) may be a Personal Video Recorder comprising a hard disk. The content item recorder 
(109) comprises a back-up processor (115) generating reduced reference information associated with the plurality of content items; 
_ and a memory interface (117) for storing the reduced reference information to a back-up memory (119) separate from the storage 
means (109). The reduced reference information may be reduced user profile information of reference information allowing external 
copies of content items to be identified from external sources which may specifically be part of a peer-to-peer network. The reduced 
ST reference information may automatically be stored on recordable DVD disks when a content item is stored thereon. Following a hard 
disk malfunction or replacement, hard disk information may be restored in response to the reduced reference information. 
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